
Grove Street History
The Linen District

Preliminary Findings



Findings—Three Eras of Change

1900-1925
First era: Primarily single-family 
homes and a mix of owners and 
renters, professionals and working 
class. 

1925-1970
Second era: A shift from permanent 
to temporary residents and light 
industry, including a dramatic 
increase in auto-oriented 
businesses.  

1970-Today
Third era: Urban Renewal arrived 
on Grove Street. Two distinct stages 
of renewal emerged; the first phase 
was the period of demolition and 
the rise of surface and vacant lots. 
The more recent period is one of 
adaptive reuse.  



Findings—Three Themes 

1. Demographic Changes: 
single-family permanent to 

transient, multi-family; mixed 
professional and working class 

to strictly working class

2. Land Use Changes: from 
mixed use residential and 

commercial to multi-family 
residential and light 

industrial/auto-oriented

3. Urban Renewal sought to 
“solve” the problem of the 

blighted neighborhood



Key: 
Yellow = residential properties 
Orange = lodging houses 
Green = commercial 
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Change Over Time – Single Block

June 1903 September 1949
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Change Over Time - Demographics
8th Street-Fairview Ave 

Information pulled from relevant census records, not inclusive  

62%

38%

Working Class/Professional Class 1900

Working Class Professional Class

99%

1%

Working Class/Professional Class 1940

Working Class Professional Class



Pre-1925
Era 1: Primarily single-family homes and a mix of owners and renters, professionals 
and working class. 



Era 1 (pre-1925)
Theme 1
❖ 1903 Map
❖ 1900 Census

Coal dealer Robert Shaw 
rented 905 Grove with his 

wife, daughter, and a 
boarder

Blacksmith and Canadian 
immigrant James Marten 
rented 827 Grove with his 

wife and son. 

Mining Superintendent 
Robert Anderson rented 
811 Grove with his wife, 
daughter, and a boarder. 

Merchant and German immigrant
Henry Sellers owned 920-267 
Grove and lived there with his 

wife, son, daughter, and servant. 

Miner Simeon Ely rented 920-267 
and lived there with a 

housekeeper. 

Hotel Proprietor Isaac Pfost
rented 912 Grove with his wife, 
three sons, daughter, stepson, a 

boarder, and a servant.

Railroad Baggageman and English 
immigrant Atherton Williams rented 
828 Grove with his wife, daughter, 

two sons, and brother.
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Homeowner and German 
immigrant Annika Bayhouse lived 

at 1004 Grove with her sister, 
Effie.

Homeowner and hardware 
merchant Frank Coffin lived at 1019 

Grove with his wife, three children, a 
servant and his wife’s mother.

Renter and shopman, George 
Baldwin, lived at 1109 Grove with 
wife, three sons, and four laboring 

boarders.

Renter, English immigrant, and 
mining engineer James Baxter, 
lived at 1117 Grove with wife, 

daughter, and grandson, plus two 
renters in the rear accessory units

Miner and renter Edward Watters 
lived here with wife, son, and 3 

boarders

German immigrant Henry 
Neberding owned the house at 

1141 Grove with his wife and two 
daughters
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Matilda Clark owned the home at 
1201 Grove and lived there with 

her daughter. 

School teacher Marge Thomas 
rented 1207 Grove with two other 

teachers. 

Physician Carol Sweet owned 1217 
Grove and lived there with his 

wife. 

Druggist William Whitehead 
owned 1227 Grove and lived there 
with his wife, son, and daughter. 

Lawyer Robert Mobley owned the 
house at 1235 Grove and lived 

there with his wife and two 
daughters. 

Merchant Joseph Meyers owned
the home at 1243 Grove and lived 

there with his wife, niece, and a 
roomer. 
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A typical home and 
resident in Era 1: Frank 
Coffin 
• Frank Coffin was born in Indiana in 1842, moved to 

Idaho at the age of 24. 

• He worked in a hardware and tin store, purchased it 
in the early 1870s, and married Irene Quivey around 
the same time. 

• Sold the store in 1904 and engaged in entrepreneurial 
ventures: president of Boise City National Bank 
(1905), treasurer of the Artesian Hot & Cold Water 
Company (founded by his neighbor, C.W. Moore). 

• First Idaho State Treasurer: 1891-1893. 

• Likely constructed the beautiful Queen Anne style 
home at 1019 Grove ca. 1900. 



1925-1970
Era 2: A shift from permanent to transient residents and light industry, including a 
dramatic increase in auto-oriented businesses.  



The Bluebird Hotel – Run by Echeverria Women
• 10 lodgers

• 2 add’l women (a Basque daughter and a student)
• Jobs: Painter, mining prospector, laundry man

The Eagle Hotel; 26 lodgers, many 
Basques 
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❖ 1949 Map
❖ 1940 Census

“Garage”

“Auto Elec”

“Lodgings”

“Neon Sign Mfg”



W.P.A. Laborer Clarence Walt rented 
1315-276 Grove with his wife, 

daughter, two sons, and mother

W.P.A. Laborer Elvin Barber rented 
1311-272 with his wife. 

Tradesman Herman Bowen rented 
1311-273 Grove with his wife and 

daughter. 

W.P.A. Laborer Herbert Parker 
rented 1311-274 Grove with his 

wife, son, and a roomer. 

Alice Clark rented 1311 ½ Grove 
with her young son. 

Ethel Eby rented 1311 ½ Grove with 
her daughter and son-in-law
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1925-1970

❖ 1949 Map
❖ 1940 Census

Auto Sales and Service

Elec. Supply Warehouse

Auto Brake Service

Auto Repairing

Residential, including 
2 apartment houses



Clerk Ivan Neilson rented an 
apartment at 1511 Grove with his 

wife and daughter. 

Laundry pen marker Ida VanDyke
rented an apartment at 1511 Grove 

with her husband, daughter, and son

Idaho Power Groundsman Lance 
Clayville rented 1423 Grove with his 

wife, son, and two daughters. 

Post Office Janitor George Morrow 
rented 1421 Grove with his wife. 

Idaho Power Collector Troy Sitton 
rented 1419 Grove with his wife and a 

roomer. 

Boise Brewing Co. Truck Driver 

Marvin Wing rented 1411 Grove.

[Illegible] Bidman owned 1409 Grove

John Melton rented 1407-270 Grove. 

Hazel Maxwell rented 1407-271 
Grove with her daughter, son-in-law, 

and five roomers. 

Norwegian immigrant John Peterson 
and H.F. Yarnell rented 1513 Grove

Robert Ferguson, C.E. Duke, and 
George Monroe rented 1515 Grove. 

William Ernest Goff rented 1517 
Grove with his wife and daughter

H.E. Buckdooll owned 1521 Grove and 
lived there with his wife and son.
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Theme 2

Typical Light Industry  and 
Working-Class Jobs in Era 2

• Retail sales

• Parking lots

• Auto repair

• Laundry facilities

Auto on display in Bryant 
Motor Co. show room 10th & 
Front St. Boise, Idaho

photo courtesy of the Idaho State 
Archives 

“Pigeon Hole Parking Lot,” 
1952,” 814 Grove St.

photo courtesy of Hugh Hartman 
collection



1965

1930

19291926



Auto-Oriented Uses/Working 
Class population

Photos courtesy of Oakley Moody Service, 
Inc. 



Theme Two: Land Use Change

• Sandwiched between Front and Main

• Light industrial and tourist/professional
Armed robbery of the Safari 
Motor Inn, April 2, 1975

Hotel Bristol, Located at 
10th and Grove. Mitchell 
Hotel in background 
behind Bristol. 

photo courtesy of the Idaho State 
Archives 

Central Hotel, Located in 
the 900 block of Grove St. 
Photo ca. 1926 

photo courtesy of the Idaho State 
Archives 



• Wagon shop 
converted to small 
stores

• “Housekeeping” 
apartments added at 
the back



Themes One and Two
Idaho Statesman: 1911-1939



1970-Today 
Era 3: Urban Renewal arrived on Grove Street. Two distinct stages of renewal 
emerged; the first phase was the period of demolition and the rise of surface and 
vacant lots. The more recent period is one of adaptive reuse.  



Era 3: 
Urban 
Renewal
• Note Grove 

Street as a 
through street

10th and Grove 
looking east 
during urban 
renewal

photo courtesy of 
the Idaho State 
Archives  



Era 3: Urban Renewal
• Two phases of change: demolition and 

adaptive reuse 

• Bisection of Grove St.

• Increase in surface lots

• Decline in residents

• Removal of Chinese

Grove Hotel 
under 
construction

The Grove 
Plaza

Grove Street

Capitol and Grove



Urban Renewal: Demolition 



The DeLamar: 
Demolition  

• Some of Grove’s built landscape fell to the wrecking ball 

• DeLamar Mansion constructed in 800 block of Grove in 1879, C.W. Moore 

• Converted to boarding house by turn of century 

• DeLamar Hotel by mid-1930s 

• Demolished between 1970-1980 

Photos courtesy of the Idaho State Archives

The DeLamar ca. 1895 The DeLamar ca. 1935



Urban Renewal: 
the End of 
Chinatown 
• Boise’s 2nd Chinatown disappeared 
during the 1960s and 1970s 

• Billy Fong (right) was the last living 
member of Boise’s Chinatown, arrived in 
Boise in 1940s and worked as a cook at 
the Golden Wok for 30+ years  

• Evicted from apartment in the Hop Sing 
Building (on Front Street near the Grove 
Hotel)

• Refused to leave long time residence, 
fled in 1972 under threat of a wrecking 
ball 

• Local legend: The Curse of Billy Fong 
and the Boise Hole  

Billy Fong at home, ca. 1972



Urban Renewal, 1985



Urban Renewal: 
Adaptive Reuse (Hops 

and Bottles)  
1903

Vacant

1912

Troy Laundry Co

1949–1956

Troy Laundry Co 
major expansion

1960–1970

Laundry co listed + 
three auto-related 
businesses

1971–2005

Troy Laundry 
replaced by auto-
related businesses

2005

Lighting shop

Today

Hops and Bottles, 
surface parking

1420 W Grove St, 1912 1420 W Grove St, 1949

15th

15th

NN

Photo taken facing 15th Street



Urban Renewal: Adaptive Reuse (American 
Laundry Company) 

The company that eventually 
became the American Laundry 
Machinery Company was founded in 
Cincinnati, OH.

1860s

The Linen Building was constructed 
for the American Laundry Company; it 
originally contained a warehouse 
where the adjacent parking lot 
currently sits.

1910

Linen Building served as a branch of 
the American Laundry Co.

1910–1980

Vacant

1980–2004

Underground storage tanks for 
diesel fuel and harsh chemicals 
removed.

2001

David Hale purchased it and 
revitalized it as an event space.

2004

the Idaho Coalition Against Sexual 
and Domestic Violence moved into 
the building.

2017



American 
Laundry 
1910-1980

American Laundry ca. 1950

The Linen Building Today

The Linen Building, 2004



Conclusion 

• Grove Street underwent dramatic 
transformation from a mixed, 
diverse, residential neighborhood 
to a light industrial zone, to an 
urban renewal area. 

• The area holds great potential 
today. 


