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Findings—Three Eras of Change

1900-1925

First era: Primarily single-family
homes and a mix of owners and
renters, professionals and working
class.

1925-1970

Second era: A shift from permanent
to temporary residents and light
industry, including a dramatic
increase in auto-oriented
businesses.

1970-Today

Third era: Urban Renewal arrived
on Grove Street. Two distinct stages
of renewal emerged; the first phase
was the period of demolition and
the rise of surface and vacant lots.
The more recent period is one of
adaptive reuse.



Findings—Three Themes

1. Demographic Changes: 2. Land Use Changes: from
single-family permanent to mixed use residential and
transient, multi-family; mixed commercial to multi-family

professional and working class residential and light
to strictly working class industrial/auto-oriented
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3. Urban Renewal sought to
“solve” the problem of the
blighted neighborhood



ange Over Time — Study Area

Key:
Yellow = residential properties
Orange = lodging houses

= commercial

<+— 8thStreet —»

© 4————12th Street

Grove St

Frank R. Coffin residence at 1019 Grove Street- Boise, ldaho.
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Change Over Time — Single Block
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Change Over Time - Demographics

8th Street-Fairview Ave
Information pulled from relevant census records, not inclusive

Working Class/Professional Class 1900 Working Class/Professional Class 1940

1%
\

\

38%

62%

\99%

m Working Class = Professional Class m Working Class = Professional Class
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“TILOK ” 1011587

10th Grove St 8th

immigrant James Marten
rented 827 Grove with his
wife and son.
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Henry Sellers owned 920-267 ;0 O L | : i two sons, and brother.
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Homeowner and hardware

merchant Frank Coffin lived at 1019
Grove with his wife, three children, a
servant and his wife’s mother.

Miner and renter Edward Watters

lived here with wife, son, and 3
Homeowner and German

boarders i
R P immigrant Annika Bayhouse lived
Renter, English immigrant, and Ao at 1004 Grove with her sister,
mining engineer James Baxter, : Effie.
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Merchant Joseph Meyers owned
the home at 1243 Grove and lived
there with his wife, niece, and a
roomer.

Lawyer Robert Mobley owned the
house at 1235 Grove and lived
there with his wife and two
daughters.

Druggist William Whitehead
owned 1227 Grove and lived there
with his wife, son, and daughter.

Physician Carol Sweet owned 1217
Grove and lived there with his
wife.

School teacher Marge Thomas
rented 1207 Grove with two other
teachers.

Matilda Clark owned the home at
1201 Grove and lived there with
her daughter.

&N

Era 1 (pre-1925),
Theme 1

s 1903 Map
+* 1900 Census



A

typical home and

resident in Era 1: Frank
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offin

Frank Coffin was born in Indiana in 1842, moved to
Idaho at the age of 24.

He worked in a hardware and tin store, purchased it
in the early 1870s, and married Irene Quivey around
the same time.

Sold the store in 1904 and engaged in entrepreneurial
ventures: president of Boise City National Bank
(1905), treasurer of the Artesian Hot & Cold Water
Company (founded by his neighbor, C.W. Moore).

First Idaho State Treasurer: 1891-1893.

Likely constructed the beautiful Queen Anne style
home at 1019 Grove ca. 1900.
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“Neon Sign Mfg”
“Lodgings”

| “Garage”

“Auto Elec”
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10 lodgers
2 add’l women (a Basque daughter and a student)

The Eagle Hotel; 26 lodgers, many
Basques
r, mining prospector, laundry man

-

Jobs: Painte

The Bluebird Hotel — Run by Echeverria Women
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W.P.A. Laborer Elvin Barber rented
1311-272 with his wife.

Tradesman Herman Bowen rented
1311-273 Grove with his wife and
daughter.

W.P.A. Laborer Herbert Parker
rented 1311-274 Grove with his
wife, son, and a roomer.

Alice Clark rented 1311 % Grove
with her young son.

W.P.A. Laborer Clarence Walt rented
1315-276 Grove with his wife,
daughter, two sons, and mother

Ethel Eby rented 1311 % Grove with
her daughter and son-in-law
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L—J|> Auto Repairing

Auto Brake Service

Auto Sales and Service

Residential, including
2 apartment houses

EENERRE Migew, I

s 1949 Map
+* 1940 Census



William Ernest Goff rented 1517
Grove with his wife and daughter

H.E. Buckdooll owned 1521 Grove and
lived there with his wife and son.

Robert Ferguson, C.E. Duke, and
George Monroe rented 1515 Grove.

Norwegian immigrant John Peterson
and H.F. Yarnell rented 1513 Grove

Clerk Ivan Neilson rented an
apartment at 1511 Grove with his
wife and daughter.

Laundry pen marker Ida VanDyke
rented an apartment at 1511 Grove

with her husband, daughter, and son
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Idaho Power Groundsman Lance
Clayville rented 1423 Grove with his
wife, son, and two daughters.

Post Office Janitor George Morrow
rented 1421 Grove with his wife.

Idaho Power Collector Troy Sitton
rented 1419 Grove with his wife and a
roomer.

Boise Brewing Co. Truck Driver
Marvin Wing rented 1411 Grove.
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[lllegible] Bidman owned 1409 Grove

John Melton rented 1407-270 Grove.

Hazel Maxwell rented 1407-271
Grove with her daughter, son-in-law,
and five roomers.

Era 2:
1925-1970

s 1949 Map
+* 1940 Census




Theme 2

Typical Light Industry and
Working-Class Jobs in Era 2

Auto on display in Bryant
Motor Co. show room 10t &
Front St. Boise, Idaho

* Retail sales

* Parking lots

photo courtesy of the Idaho State
Archives

* Auto repair

* Laundry facilities

“Pigeon Hole Parking Lot,”
1952,” 814 Grove St.

photo courtesy of Hugh Hartman
collection
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24-HOUR SERVICE ON
GASOLINE AND OIL

Brooks’ Service Station
203 phone  8th and Grove  Phone 203,

Dual BALLOONS

30% Less Air

Only 26-32 Pounds for

CADILLAC « LINCOLN

PACKARD * LASALLE.

Equally low pressures

for oll. makes of cors_

RESEARCH ASSOCIATES

PREPARE FOR ...
WINTER'S WORST

NOWw.

Dcm WAIT FOR ICE AND SNOW 1o put on
Genaral Dusi-Balisons. Skidding is far teo dangsreve
1o gambls o,

The Dual-Bailoen Ix the surest ancwer te the skidding
problem. You can run with the lowsst clr pressure in
Hittory . . 10 1o 15 pounds lsss than sny otherfire,

This exirems low pressure means a bigger softer fire +
Inside and out. Mors rubber on the recd o grip and |
eling. $kid-Safo raction when you heve 1o maks &
sudden tum or a quick #1op 1o aveld a crash,

Let us demonsirate the many safety advantages of

the patented Skid-Safe, Blowout-Proof Dual Beliosn,

R will pay you to come In today.

GRIM’S TIRE SERVICE
Ninth' and Grove Streets, Boise
Phones 1329 and 2840

1 Vacant
7 De Lamar Hotel

Vacant
Oakley-Mood

44~

Del Rlo Hot:
Sabala Ma
Blue Bird Hd

ul
A Car Corral

nor barber

Vacant
b Rice Bob Ford 1
] ACEns
I Rice Bob Fa=atis

B e o

Peterson Motor Co b

Outstandmg Ment o

. And That Alone

Could Earn Such Growing Preference

Demand for Ohl.mnlu'ln maotar cars shows a
33 per cent increase over 1gab. And that
on top of an equally substantisl guin 1n sales
the previous year.

8a rauds the story of Oldsmobile popularity.
And the interesting thing about that story is
not alone that Oldsmohile’s success has been
a0 spectacular—but also that this growth has
been so consistent, month after morith.

Such growing preference points’ directly to

v the outstanding merit of this fine automobile.

Outstanding ‘merit is the verdict of a motor-
wise publie. Outstanding merit is the reason
for the enthusiasm of an ever-incrensing body
of thoroughly antisfied owners. Cutstanding

- merit is selfevident upon examination of the
car and comparison with its field,

This definite goodness hias its roots deep in Olds-
mobile's famons ‘“policy pledged to progress”
That policy is founded on the bedrock of
sound, progresive engineering. It embraces o
quality of manufacture po painstaking and
precise dn:thewamllwwdqfwuywwlmh
is, “Anything short of my best is mot accept
able” It comprises strict observamce of the
wuth in advertising and selling. It extends

Pﬁfﬂftﬂ.ﬂhﬁ-wmu\luf

_Olnsmonl LE

Bo DU e T

HeTore

WALKER MOTORS Inc.
817-19 Grova Street




Auto-Oriented Uses/Working B TR
Class population R o7 ooy 1 i

—s % y;irp :

Photos courtesy of Oakley Moody Service,
Inc.

813 Grove Street 1947-1971
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Theme Two: Land Use Change

Motel Clerk

 Sandwiched between Front and Main FOilS Try

By RObber Armed robbery of the Safari

Motor Inn, April 2, 1975

 Light industrial and tourist/professional

Central Hotel, Located in
the 900 block of Grove St.
Photo ca. 1926

photo courtesy of the Idaho State
Archives

Hotel Bristol, Located at
10t and Grove. Mitchell
Hotel in background
behind Bristol.

photo courtesy of the Idaho State
Archives
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MAKE BI6 GHANGE
N BRITOL
HOTEL

Many Housekeeping Apart-
menis to Be Added and Other
Improvements to Be Made.

* Wagon shop
converted to small
stores

* “Housekeeping”
apartments added at
the back

Neshit & Paradise are at worle
remodeling the lower floor of the Ho-
tel Bristol, back of ithe lobby, which
hag heretofore been used for one of
the large wagon shops. It will be
converted into a few small stores,
back of which will be a number of
two and three-room mpartments with
bath. Each apartment will have n
kitchenette, which will contain na

combination sink and wash tub, a re-
frigerator and glass cupboard and a
living room with a disappearing bed.

The light well will be brought
down to this floor and will make
splendid wventilation_in all the roomas.
The extensive back yard upon which
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FOR RENT—FURNISHED IROOMS A
OPEN the Oregon rooms, 816 Grove st.

MILNER HOCTRBL
(Formerly Hotel Bristol)

10th & Grove Phone 1546

¢l Day
$6 Waek

GUMST LAUNDRY FREB

' George Hoss, Del Rio hotel,
drunk and investigation, tined $20,
committed to jall until fine is pald

or served,

s - - . - IR M

: [ )
WOMAN ARRESTED
Betty Cartar was arrested Tues-

day afternoon by Bolse police and ! ' I » )
charged with operating a. disord- .Ol'egon Rooms OPBN
erly house at the Oregon rooms, ‘ — FURNISHED APARTMENTS
816% Grove street. She was re- " 8161, GROVE ST. REASONABLE RATES
leased on $100 bond. ‘Under new management, With Complete Hotel Service
4 home away from home”. MILNER HOTEL
Mrs. Mamie Lough, - (Formerly Hotel Bristol)

- 'New Proprietress - 10th & QGrove Phone 1640

t

HOTEIL DBRISTOL

Now Open
New and Modern in Construc-
tion, Moderate in Price. Rooms
75¢ up. Corner 10th and Grove.
M. Parsons, Prop.

Kenmore House,

912 GROVE STREET.
Located in center of city. Rooms
nlcely furnished. Meals served with or
without rooms. Rates reasonable,

Themes One and Two
Idaho Statesman: 1911-1939
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Era 3:
Urban
Renewal

Note Grove
Street as a
through street

. : ) S, 1 . Oblique aerial view looking northeasterly. Prc
STEVENS i 5 At - B e | outlined in white.. Notable landmarks are the (
HISTORICAL g = p AT \ Building and the Bank of Tdaho Building in lefHt
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Capitol and Grove

Era 3: Urban Renewal

* Two phases of change: demolition and
adaptive reuse

* Bisection of Grove St.
* |ncrease in surface lots
* Decline in residents

e Removal of Chinese

Grove Street=—

i HeHustoGo

!NE-OLD CHIMNESE is =~ tast membior of Boise's once-flourish-

ing Chinese socicty and until recénlly was 2 Iasi uhstecle fo
Th e G rove G rove H Otel ::ghan verewal, Billy Fang, #1, relused to leave his home which
was Iocaled i? !Ilel GI!D\:'E 'SL'MI;'\ M;”idglmmll;m :nlrrjcﬂ. J]a'.'l has l[l:
g o maw, and though be isnt enthusiastie about the dea, he's o
5 T E V E N S P I a Za u n d e r 0 Sa:: Francises = probably in “a couple of days.” (Slaies-

man Photo by David R. Frazler)
HISTORICAL -
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Urban Renewal: Demolition




* Some of Grove’s built landscape fell to the wrecking ball

Th e De I_a m a e * Delamar Mansion constructed in 800 block of Grove in 1879, C.W. Moore
. * Converted to boarding house by turn of century

D e M O | |t|O N * Delamar Hotel by mid-1930s

e Demolished between 1970-1980

s ‘é-yDeLamar‘ca. 1895
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Photos courtesy of the Idaho State Archives
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Urban Renewal:
the End of
Chinatown

* Boise’s 2nd Chinatown disappeared
during the 1960s and 1970s

» Billy Fong (right) was the last living
member of Boise’s Chinatown, arrived in
Boise in 1940s and worked as a cook at
the Golden Wok for 30+ years

e Evicted from apartment in the Hop Sing
Building (on Front Street near the Grove
Hotel)

» Refused to leave long time residence,
[)Ielcli in 1972 under threat of a wrecking
a

* Local legend: The Curse of Billy Fong
and the Boise Hole

H

Billy Fong at home, ca. 1972
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Urban Renewal:

Adaptive Reuse (Hops
and Bottles)

Troy Laundry Co
Vacant major expansion

Troy Laundry
replaced by auto-
related businesses

1960-1970 ‘ ‘
1971-2005 Today

Lighting shop

Hops and Bottles,
surface parking

1912 2005

1903 1949-1956

Laundry co listed +
Troy Laundry Co

three auto-related
businesses
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Urban Renewal: Adaptive Reuse (American

Laundry Company)

Q 1860s Q 1910-1980 Q 2001 Q 2017

The company that eventually Linen Building served as a branch of Underground storage tanks for the Idaho Coalition Against Sexual
became the American Laundry the American Laundry Co. diesel fuel and harsh chemicals and Domestic Violence moved into

| | | |
| | | |
| | | |
: Machinery Company was founded in : . removed. . the building.
. Cincinnati, OH. : : :
l l l l
1 1 1 1
| | | |
| | | | >
: : :
| | |
' The Linen Building was constructed : :
: for the American Laundry Company; it : :
i originally contained a warehouse i I
' where the adjacent parking lot : ' David Hale purchased it and
| currently sits. ' Vacant ' revitalized it as an event space.
O 1910 O 1980-2004 O 2004

STEVENS
HISTORICAL [P




STEVENS

HISTORICAL

American
Laundry
1910-19&80

-

TO CROW . ...

about the good work done at
this laundry. But we prefer to
have you judge us, not by what,
we say, but what wa do. Send
us your shirts, tollars and cuffs,
underwear, ete. When you get
them promptly back laundried
spotlessly clean, we'll leave it to
you to say If you have ever seen
better work. Send today. You
cannot do & wise thing too soon.
Remember we have the exclu-
sive right for laundry purposes
of natural hot water In Bo!ae.

Amerlcan Laundry Co.

Bell 41, Ind. 141, - ‘Fourfeenth and Qrove Ste,

Collars and Cuffs

tre be proud of, on Thanksgiving
day, and thut reflect credit on
our oxnuisite laundry work, and
that give genuine satla®ctinn to
the Wenter. you recei.o overy
" time your apparel Is delivered
.rrom our up-to-date i laundry.
You can shut your ayes and bet
¥our bottam  nickel  before
opening 1t that your linen ia Ltha
perfection of ecolor and arlistic
finish, and win every time.
Furthermore we have the ox-
. clustve use of Natural Hot
v waler  for laundry  purposes.
This alone wiil prulum; the life of your linen at least 30 per cent.

American Laundry Co.

Dell 41. Ind. 141 Fourteenth and Grove Sls,

IT’S VERY NATURAL "~

. ..

“WE POINT WITH
PRIDE”

as the political orators say, to
the =shirts, collars, etc, laun-
deréd here. Such Immaculate
cleanliness, such n correct fin-

ish would make any one proud.
They woull make you proud,
too, if your linen was like them,
1t Is your fault that it isn't. We.
are ready to commence dolng
your laundry work right now.
Remember we have the exclu-
sive right in this city of natural
hot water _for steam laundry
purposes,

American Laundry Ceo.

Bell 41, 1Ind. 141,

Foyrteenth and Grove Sts.
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* Grove Street underwent dramatic
transformation from a mixed,
diverse, residential neighborhood

Conclusion to a light industrial zone, to an
urban renewal area.

The area holds great potential
today.
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